% 

t 

Southern 

* 

Idaho 


A FEW  WORDS 
ABOUT 

A FERTILE  LAND 


ISSUED  BY 

THE  INLAND  DEVELOPMENT  COMPANY 


SEATTLE.  WASH.,  AND  NAMPA,  IDAHO 


(incorporated) 

SEATTLE,  WASH,,  AND  NAMPA,  IDAHO 


J.  W.  PHILLIPS,  W.  R,  PHILLIPS, 

President.  Treasurer. 

W.  T.  CLARK,  F.  W.  SHILLESTAD, 

Vice-President.  Secretary 


REFERENCES, 

Passenger  Department  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  Omaha,  Neb. 
Governor  of  Idaho. 

Secretary  of  State  of  Idaho. 

Boston  National  Bank,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Sackman-Phillips  Investment  Co.,  Seattle,  Wash. 

First  National  Bank,  Boise,  Idaho. 

The  Boise  City  and  Nampa  Irrigation,  Land  and  Lumber 
Company  ; J.  M.  Jones,  Manager,  Nampa,  Idaho. 
Quincy  National  Bank,  Quincy,  111. 

The  German  American  Bank,  Port  Washington,  Wis. 

John  E.  Sterns,  World's  Fair  National  Commissioner  for 
Idaho. 


FOR  FULL  INFORMATION  REGARDING  SOUTHERN 
IDAHO  ADDRESS  THIS  COMPANY 


QUCCESS  IN  AGRICULTURE,  in  this 
age,  is  achieved  only  under  the  most 
favorable  conditions.  A bare  living  may  still 
be  made  upon  the  stony  farms  of  New  England, 
but  only  as  the  result  of  unceasing  toil.  The 
fertile  west  has  long  been  the  money-making 
country  for  farmers. 

Now  comes  a new  section  bidding  for 
recognition.  A land  whose  rich  soils  and 
diversified  resources  promise  the  greatest 
returns  to  the  thrifty  husbandman  of  any 
country  yet  known. 

Such  a land  is  Southern  Idaho,  upon  whose 
broad  expanse  of  fertile  domain  nature  has 
lavishly  spread  all  the  elements  which  are 
necessary  to  create  pre-eminent  success,  and 
yield  magnificent  returns  to  the  thrifty  farmer. 

Idaho  is  imperial  in  its  domain,  embracing 
86,294  square  miles,  or  55,228,160  acres.  Of 
this  18,400,000  are  mountainous,  25,000,000 
acres  are  classed  as  grazing  lands,  15,000,000 
acres  agricultural,  7,000,000  acres  forest, 
600,000  acres  lakes. 

Southern  Idaho,  of  which  this  pamphlet 
but  briefly  treats,  contains  over  three-fifths  of 
this  area.  It  is  a section  replete  with  every 
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resource  necessary  to  create  an  empire.  With 
infinitely  more  diversified  resources,  far  richer 
soil  and  equally  as  great  an  area  as  the  state 
of  Iowa,  it  has  as  yet  only  50,000  population  in 
comparison  with  the  2,000,000  of  that  state. 

Here  then  is  a fertile  region  capable  of 
supporting  2,000,000  people  which  has  not 
yet  been  more  than  opened  ; a land  whose 
valleys  and  plains  are  soon  to  bloom  and 
blossom  with  a wealth  of  products  which  will 
make  it  in  fact  a veritable  Kldorado. 

How  is  this  apparently  arid  land  to  be 
turned  into  a paradise  ? 

The  answer  is  embodied  in  the  one  word 
“ Irrigation.” 

The  same  force  (“irrigation”)  that  trans- 
formed the  sandy  deserts  of  Southern  Cali- 
fornia into  a land  of  magical  beauty,  will  robe 
the  rich  loam,  the  vegetable  mold,  the 
volcanic  ash  of  Southern  Idaho  with  a food- 
producing  verdure  whose  fame  shall  be  known 
in  every  corner  of  the  world. 

Facts,  present  facts,  are  what  the  home- 
seeker  requires.  Herewith  are  facts,  honest 
truths  gathered  from  government  reports ; 
from  the  results  of  practical  demonstration  ; 
from  every  authentic  source. 

Southern  Idaho  lies  in  the  same  latitude 
as  Southern  France,  Spain,  Italy  and  Switzer- 
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land.  Its  climate  is  similar  to  that  of  these 
countries. 

The  great  Japan  current  which  washes  the 
western  coast  of  this  country  tempers  and 
sofieDS  the  atmosphere  of  the  entire  Pacific 
watershed.  The  warm  breezes  from  the  coast 
are  turned  back  by  the  high  mountains  at  the 
east,  and,  in  this  favored  region,  it  is  seldom 
that  the  thermometer  registers  zero.  The 
extremes  of  temperature  as  shown  by  the 
signal  service  records  for  seven  consecutive 
years  were  120  below  zero  in  January  and 
1080  above  in  July.  The  mercury  sank  below 
zero  only  four  times  in  five  years.  It  should 
be  taken  into  0 nsideration  in  this  connection 
that  owing  to  the  rarefied  condition  of  the 
atmosphere  in  this  section  the  degrees  of 
heat  or  cold  do  not  equal  in  intensity  the 
same  temperature  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  by 
at  least  15  degrees. 

Southern  Idaho  averages  260  days  of  per- 
fect sunshine  per  year  and  300  fair  days.  In 
the  same  period  Boston  averages  190  and 
Chicago  and  Buffalo  170  fair  days. 

Out  of  the  600  cyclones  reported  bjr  the 
signal  service  as  having  occurred  in  the 
United  States  not  one  was  reported  in  Idaho. 

The  mortality  statistics,  as  given  by  the 
national  census,  show  that  Southern  Idaho 
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has  the  lowest  mortality  percentage  of  the 
entire  country.  Its  ratio  of  deaths  was  but 
0.33,  while  California  for  the  same  period  was 
recorded  with  1.61. 

The  highly  oxygenated  atmosphere  of 
Idaho  is  especially  adapted  to  the  cure  and 
relief  of  all  bronchial  or  pulmonary  affections 
and  also  many  diseases  which  require  purifi- 
cation of  the  blood. 

These  climatic  influences  all  are  in  a high 
degree  favorable  to  the  fullest  development  of 
the  country  by  means  of  irrigation. 

The  character  of  the  land  in  itself  will  be 
a revelation  to  farmers  of  the  Hast.  Generally 
it  may  be  classified  in  Southern  Idaho  into 
three  closely  allied  kinds : loam,  mold  and 
volcanic  ash.  The  uncultivated  land  is 
sparsely  covered  with  sage-brush  and  will  not 
cost  to  put  in  a state  read}'  for  producing 
crops  more  than  $3  per  acre.  Five  tons  of 
alfalfa  hay  has  been  cut  to  the  acre  upon  new 
land  which  had  not  even  been  ploughed. 

No  easier  land  to  cultivate  than  this  exists. 
It  turns  to  the  plow  in  mealy  furrows  whose 
richness  is  apparent  at  a glance.  It  is  free 
from  rocks  or  sterile  places  and  requires  a 
minimum  of  energy  to  properly  work. 

This  volcanic  ash,  when  irrigated,  yields 
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the  most  phenomenal  crops  of  grains,  fruits, 
vegetables  and  feed. 

In  the  southern  half  of  Idaho  irrigation  is 
generally  necessary  to  insure  a ripening  of 
crops.  This  the  Idaho  farmer  considers  an 
advantage.  He  is  entirely  free  from  solici- 
tude in  regard  to  drouth  or  flood  while  his 
grain  is  ripening,  and  is  sure  of  pleasant 
weather  during  harvest  time. 

Irrigation  enables  him  to  keep  his  pastures 
green  in  autumn,  or  start  them  early  in  the 
spring.  It  enables  him  to  produce  heavier 
crops  and  to  secure  a larger  growth  of  fruit 
trees,  shrubbery,  etc.,  in  one  season  than  can 
be  obtained  by  an}'  unaided  process  of  nature. 

The  same  stream  that  beautifies  and  fertil- 
izes his  soil  can  be  led  by  his  door  and  be 
made  to  furnish  power  for  his  churn,  grind- 
stone, saw,  fanning  mill,  etc. 

Better  than  all  these,  it  carries  to  his  land 
just  such  qualities  of  mineral  and  gaseous 
matter  as  is  needed  to  keep  it  productive  for 
years.  In  New  Mexico  lands  have  been 
regularly  cultivated  in  this  way,  without  any 
other  fertilizer,  for  200  years.  In  the  Valley 
of  the  Nile  it  has  been  the  principal  fertilizer 
on  lands  cultivated  continuously  for  over 
3, coo  years. 

There  are  12,000,000  to  15,000,000  acres 
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in  the  valleys  and  uplands  of  Idaho,  lying  at 
an  elevation  of  less  than  5,000  feet,  which  can 
be  irrigated  and  made  lavishly  productive. 

We  have  already  described  the  soils  of 
these  arable  lands,  and,  from  the  climatic 
fadls  also  given,  the  reader  will  not  require  an 
elaborate  argument  to  be  satisfied  that  all  the 
cereals  and  vegetables  which  can  be  raised 
north  of  the  cotton-growing  line  in  the 
Atlantic  States  flourish  in  the  greatest  per- 
fection here,  and  that  apples,  pears,  plums, 
peaches,  grapes,  nectarines,  apricots,  and 
many  of  the  smaller  fruits  of  the  finest 
quality  are  almost  as  regularly  produced  as 
corn  in  the  Missouri  bottoms.  Even  tobacco 
and  cotton  have  been  grown  in  the  lower  val- 
leys, experiments  with  the  latter  in  1887, 
especially,  having  been  very  satisfactory. 

There  has  been  no  general  failure  of  crops 
in  the  Boise  Valley  in  the  past  17  years. 

Of  irrigation  more  than  a brief  view  can- 
not be  given  within  the  limitations  of  a 
general  article,  Its  effects  upon  the  lands  of 
Southern  Idaho  are  marvelous.  Three  crops 
of  alfalfa  are  raised  each  year,  and  five  tons  to 
a crop  are  by  no  means  unusual. 

Irrigation  has  in  ten  years  converted  the 
deserts  of  Southern  California  into  a vast 
orange  orchard.  It  has  raised  the  value  of  a 
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single  township  to  more  than  a whole  county 
was  worth  a decade  ago. 

The  results  of  irrigation  upon  the  fertile 
loams  of  Southern  Idaho  are  even  greater,  for 
it  should  be  remembered  that  these  lands  are 
much  richer  than  those  of  California,  having 
had  the  washings,  and  consequent  fertilization, 
of  the  surrounding  heavily  timbered  moun- 
tains for  untold  centuries. 

The  systems  of  irrigation  ditches  are 
numerous  and  embrace  hundreds  of  miles  in 
main  canals  with  innumerable  laterals  crossing 
the  land  in  all  directions,  resembling  closely 
the  vein  system  of  the  human  body. 

Of  these  ditches  the  most  important  and 
perfect  system  is  that  of  The  Boise  City  and 
Nampa  Irrigation,  Land  and  Lumber  Com- 
pany. This  system  has  over  300  miles  of 
running  water  and  is  capable  of  fully  irrigat- 
ing over  xoo.ooo  acres  of  land,  a large  amount 
of  which  is  controlled  and  offered  for  sale  by 
The  Inland  DeA’elopment  Company,  of  Seattle, 
Wash,  and  Nampa,  Idaho. 

This  land  is  situated  immediately  sur- 
rounding the  thriving  town  of  Nampa  and  is 
traversed  by  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad. 

For  particulars  regarding  the  sale  of  these 
lands  see  full  outline  under  the  head  ‘ ‘ Terms  ’ ’ 
in  another  portion  of  this  pamphlet. 
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Ten  inches  of  water  are  sufficient  to  fully 
irrigate  40  acres  of  land. 

A point  regarding  irrigation  here  is  also 
noteworthy.  It  enriches  the  soil  so  that  con- 
tinued croppings  add  to  its  producing  powers 
instead  of  impoverishing  it.  During  the  irri- 
gating season  the  streams  are  generally  high 
and  turbid  and  the  water  carries  in  solution 
large  quantities  of  vegetable  mold  which  is 
deposited  upon  the  land  in  a fine  silt,  or 
natural  top  dressing.  Such  a thing  as 
manuring  or  fertilizing  is  unknown  and 
unnecessary . 

The  absolute  certainty  of  irrigation  relieves 
the  farmer  from  dependence  upon  the 
weather.  You  turn  on  the  water  and  supply 
the  needed  moisture  at  the  proper  time  and 
the  earth  blossoms  forth,  warmed  by  a genial 
sun,  with  its  verdure  of  coming  crops. 

Here,  then,  the  efforts  of  the  farmer  are  not 
hampered  by  the  uncertainties  of  the  weather. 
Drouth  cannot  affect  him,  nor  is  valuable  time 
lost  in  waiting  for  nature  to  put  the  earth  in 
proper  producing  condition. 

The  results  of  irrigation,  as  shown  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  Nampa,  are  convincing 
to  the  most  skeptical.  Returns  beyond  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  have  been  realized. 

This  land,  under  irrigation,  produces  to  a 
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high  degree  of  perfection  fruits  of  every 
description. 

Ten  acres  set  out  with  fruit  trees  will, 
in  a few  years,  yield  a competency  to  a thrifty 
fruit  raiser. 

Prunes,  peaches,  apples,  pears,  quinces 
and  the  wdiole  range  of  deciduous  fruits  attain 
a quality,  flavor  and  size  not  excelled  in  the 
most  favored  sections  of  the  United  States. 

Grapes  and  the  smaller  berries  are  brought 
to  perfection  on  these  lands. 

In  fadt  there  is  hardly  a fruit  or  cereal 
which  cannot  be  successfully  cultivated  here. 

Of  fruits  prunes,  peaches,  apples  and 
pears  make  the  heaviest  yields.  Single  trees 
have  made  the  remarkable  yield  of  400 
pounds  in  a season.  As  yet  this  indus- 
try is  only  in  its  infancy,  but  enough  is 
known  to  demonstrate  that  Southern  Idaho  is 
unsurpassed  for  the  production  of  these  varie- 
ties. 

All  grains  grow  to  perfection.  Wheat  is 
raised  to  an  average  of  30  bushels  to  the  acre. 
Many  farms  have  shown  a yearly  average  of 
nearly  50  bushels. 

Oats  grow  almost  wild.  The  average  yield 
is  from  55  to  75  bushels  to  the  acre,  a bushel 
usually  weighing  about  45  pounds. 
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Flax  is  successfully  cultivated,  and  in  fadt 
every  grain  may  be  profitably  produced. 

In  the  production  of  hay  the  results  are 
remarkable.  Three,  and  even  four,  crops  of 
alfalfa  are  cut  each  year.  A yield  of  five  tons 
of  alfalfa  to  the  acre,  for  the  first  cutting,  is 
by  no  means  uncommon. 

Timothy  does  equally  as  well. 

Potatoes  yield  abundantly,  averaging  over 
200  bushels  to  the  acre,  and  are  of  extra 
fine  quality,  bringing  at  all  times  the  highest 
market  prices.  The  lowest  price  known  in 
five  years  was  50  cents  a bushel. 

All  kinds  of  garden  vegetables  are  success- 
fully cultivated. 

The  first  cost  of  the  land  is  but  a trifle 
and,  under  the  colonization  plan  of  the  Inland 
Development  Company,  is  easily  cleared  up  by 
the  products  of  the  soil  in  two  or  three 
seasons. 

From  these  lands,  representing  the  invest- 
ment of  but  $30  an  acre,  the  farme-r  gets 
greater  returns  than  on  lands  sold  in  other 
sections  at  from  $100  to  $200  an  acre. 

The  local  prices  for  the  products  are 
usually  10  per  cent,  above  the  market  quota- 
tions. It  is  estimated  that  it  will  be  10  years 
before  the  local  demand  will  be  fully  supplied. 

Fvery  practical  farmer  will  recognize  at  a 
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glance  the  opportunities  presented  in  this  sec- 
tion for  making  a large  profit  from  the  pursuit 
of  agriculture.  At  the  same  time  the  certain 
enhancement  of  value  of  these  irrigated  farms 
should  be  taken  into  consideration.  It  is  safe 
to  assume,  when  under  cultivation,  that  they 
will  be  worth  equally  as  much  as  the  lands  of 
other  sections. 

The  lands  of  the  Inland  Development 
Company,  as  before  stated,  are  located  imme- 
diately surrounding  the  town  of  Nampa  and 
are  directly  upon  the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad.  This  assures  the  purchaser  a per- 
manent market  for  his  products  by  access  to 
the  entire  country. 

Further  than  this,  there  is  a home  market 
of  great  importance.  A large  portion  of  the 
richest  mining  region  of  Idaho  is  located  in 
the  mountains  surrounding  this  valley.  Here 
for  a radius  of  ioo  or  more  miles  a large  min- 
ing population  is  dependent  upon  this  valley 
for  its  supplies. 

A thousand  dairymen  are  needed  right 
now  in  Idaho.  There  are  probably  more  and 
better  openings  for  dairymen  in  that  country 
than  for  any  other  branch  of  rural  industry. 
In  winter  a prime  article  of  ranch  butter  is 
worth  from  40  to  60  cents  per  pound,  and  will 
average  35  to  40  cents  the  }rear  round. 
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Climate,  pasturage  and  water  combine  to 
render  dairying  here  a very  satisfactory  pur- 
suit. Cows  cost  comparatively  little  for  their 
keep,  and  the  product  of  butter  or  cheese  is  a 
clear  gain,  the  increase  in  stock  paying  ex- 
penses. Good  dairy  cows  can  be  purchased 
at  $35  to  $45  per  head. 

In  the  center  of  the  best  grazing  region  in 
the  world,  with  a superior  climate,  an  abun- 
dance of  clear,  cold,  running  water,  and 
whole  “ counties  of  grass  ” to  be  had  for  the 
taking,  what  an  advantage  the  dairyman  of 
Idaho  will  have  over  his  brother  of  the  Hast  ! 
He  can  graze  his  cows  on  lands  that  cost  him 
nothing,  winter  them  at  a cost  of  not  to  ex- 
ceed $5  per  head,  and  make  and  keep  his 
butter  and  cheese  in  nice  shape  without  the 
use  of  ice,  while  the  dairyman  of  the  East 
has  $5,000  to  $10,000  invested  in  every  ioo 
acres  of  his  pastures,  expends  $20  on  every 
cow  for  winter  keep,  and  suffers  more  or  less 
annoyance  and  expense  on  account  of  the  hot 
days  and  nights  of  his  busiest  season. 

It  may  also  be  stated  in  this  connection 
that  the  mountains  in  this  district  are  a most 
promising  field  for  prospectors.  The  mineral 
wealth  stored  in  them  is  fabulous.  The  mines 
already  in  operation  are  yielding  enormous 
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returns  to  their  owners.  The  mines  in  this 
district  are  gold  producers. 

The  uplands  are  undoubtedly  the  best 
stock-raising  lands  upon  the  Pacific  slope. 
The  mild  winters  and  nutritious  natural 
grasses  being  just  what  are  needed  to  make 
this  business  very  profitable. 

It  has  been  the  aim  in  the  foregoing  matter 
to  briefly  put  the  reader  into  the  possession  of 
fadts  regarding  Southern  Idaho  without  re- 
course to  dry  statistics.  Every  statement 
made  is  founded  upon  data  gathered  from  the 
most  authentic  sources. 

Concerning  the  proposition  by  which  every 
man  of  thrift,  and  possessing  a small  amount 
of  money,  can  obtain  a home  in  this  favored 
section,  the  following  outline  of  the  colony 
plan  of  the  Inland  Development  Company  is 
worthy  of  close  study. 

The  opportunity  presented  by  this  Com- 
pany is  beyond  doubt  the  most  liberal  ever 
offered  in  any  portion  of  the  United  States. 

The  Company  offers  these  lands  in  tradts 
of  from  2,000  to  4,000  acres.  It  is  proposed 
to  sell  them  to  colonies  of  from  50  to  100 
families,  each  family  to  have  40  or  more  acres. 

Roads  are  to  be  built  so  that  each  40-acre 
trad!  will  face  on  a highway. 
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A school  house  and  church  will  be  built 
and  donated  to  each  colony. 

An  instructor  will  be  furnished  free  who 
will  give  weekly  lectures  and  personal  instruc- 
tion upon  the  subject  of  irrigation. 

The  terms  of  sale  under  this  plan  are  as 
follows  : 

JEttSF"Tliirty  ($30)  dollars  per  acre,  including 
permanent  water  contract,  payable  as  follows  : 

Five  ($5)  dollars  per  acre  cash. 

Five  ($5)  dollars  per  acre  after  first  crop  is 
harvested,  and  five  ($5)  dollars  per  acre 
yearly  until  paid,  at  8 per  cent,  interest. 

After  two  payments  have  been  made  and 
thirty  acres  are  under  cultivation  the  pur- 
chaser may  deliver  one-half  the  crop  raised 
on  the  thirty  acres,  and  credit  will  be  given 
at  full  market  value  for  the  same  on  account 
of  the  annual  payments. 

Finder  this  offer  you  may  secure  a 40-acre 
farm  which  in  a few  years  will  bring  you  a 
competency. 

In  brief,  it  is  well  to  remember  the  follow- 
ing points  regarding  Southern  Idaho  and  the 
offer  of  The  Inland  Development  Company: 

The  land  is  rich  and  fertile. 

It  costs  now  but  $30  an  acre  and  only  a 
small  annual  payment  is  necessary  to  secure 
it.  The  same  quality  of  land  elsewhere  is 
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valued  at  figures  from  $150  to  $500  per  acre. 

The  climate  is  mild  and  equable. 

Crops  are  absolutely  certain  under  the 
system  of  irrigation. 

The  irrigation  system  is  complete  and  the 
water  supply  abundant. 

A lateral  ditch  reaches  every  40-acre  tract. 

The  land  is  directly  upon  the  great  Union 
Pacific  Railway  system. 

It  is  adjacent  to  the  town  of  Nampa. 

The  purchaser  will  not  be  isolated,  but 
rather  surrounded  by  similar  homes  and 
farms. 

The  point  of  most  importance  is  the  facft 
that  under  irrigation  the  same  amount  of 
energy7  and  work  will  produce  greater  results 
than  can  be  attained  in  any  country  that  de- 
pends upon  rain. 

Among  the  manifold  charms  of  the  arid 
region  is  one  that  appeals  to  the  social 
student.  It  is  a fact  that  the  conditions 
of  irrigated  farming  will  revolutionize  country 
life.  The  bugbear  of  rural  life  in  the  Hast 
and  West  is  its  loneliness.  To  women 
and  young  people  existence  on  a big  farm,  far 
from  neighbors  and  social  advantages,  is  a 
source  of  discontent.  This  isolation  has 
driven  young  people  in  thousands  to  the 
cities.  They  have  overcrowded  the  stores  and 
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industries,  lowered  wages  and  swelled  the 
ranks  of  poverty. 

The  development  of  the  arid  region  will 
make  a very  material  change.  Under  irriga- 
tion and  its  system  of  intensive  farming  the 
holdings  are  small,  the  homes  close  together, 
the  towns  frequent.  The  farmer  and  his 
family  are  close  to  the  town,  with  it  schools, 
churches  and  social  advantages.  The  dreary 
farm  life  of  the  East  changes  pleasantly  into 
the  attractive  colony  life  of  Arid  America. 

The  enhancement  of  value  in  these  lands 
will  in  a short  time  make  their  owners  inde- 
pendent. 

Full  particulars  upon  any  point  in  con- 
nection with  Southern  Idaho  lands  may  be 
obtained  by  addressing  the  Inland  Develop- 
ment Company  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  or  Nampa, 
Idaho. 
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It  traverses  tl\e  lairds  of  tl)e  Ir\lar\d 
Development  Company  i ar\d  its  ser- 
vice reaches  every  important  city  of 
tt\e  cour\try. 

The  Union  Pacific  is  the 
Quickest,  Safest  and  Best  Line  t«  an 
Pacific  Coast  Points 

For  passenger  rates,  descriptive  pamphlets, 
or  any  information  relative  to  Idaho  and  the 
New  Northwest,  call  on  or  address  any 
Agent  of  the  Company,  or 

S.  H.  H.  CLARK,  E.  DICKINSON,  E.  L,  LOMAX, 

President  Gen'l  Manager  Gen.  Pass.  aTicketAgt, 

OMAHA,  NEB. 


Southern  Idaho — A new  empire  whose  broad  expanse 
of  fertile  domain  insures  the  thrifty  farmer  richest 
returns. 
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